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Te Ms, KENDAL 


RED-HILL, KINGSBURY, 


NEAR EDGWARE, 


Dear Brother and Sift in Cris Jef 


Arrzx ſeveral ftorms, contrary 
winds, boiſterous waves, turbulent ſeas, dangerous 
| ſhoals, encounters with formidable enemies of the 
ghoſtly kind, and many entanglements among the 
crevy iſlands, I am once more come to an anchor 
at the Cape of Good Hope, the wind at ſouth-weſt. 
The Dq6-$TAR is now out of ſight, and I am look. 
ing to Him that maketh the © ſeven ſtars an 
orion, and turneth the ſhadow of death into the 
morning.” a 

It has been a day of adverſity with me, in 
which I have had many things to conſider ; and 
now the day of proſperity is arrived, in which I 
hope to be joyful. I have of late had various 
Fare | A 2 temptations 
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temptations and trials to cope with; and acted in 
my voyage as Paul did in his : I caſt four anchors 
out of the ſtern, and wiſhed for day; I tried to 
anchor in the Spirit's former work; in former 
promiſes applied, in former evidences, and in 
former vifits ; but, alas, alas, the veſſel drove; I 
was obliged to caft anchor out of the fore-ſhip ; 
(our refuge is a hope ſet before us); but ſtill ſhe 
drove; until a little of that threefold cord that is 
not ſoon broken was let out; then ſhe came to 
her anchor, and rode ſweetly. | 
lam now aſhore; and, having gained the ſum- 

mit of an adjacent rock, I have been, with the 
help of my glaſs, making what diſcoveries I could, 
while the eddy was viſible: I left the group of 
Candaur Iflands about a league from the lar- 
board-fide; I fell on the quickſands on the coaſt, 
of Univerſal Charity ; but the wind veered and 
brought her off; nevertheleſs, ſome of the crew 
were infected from the ſhore, and we e 
quarantine. 
The old ſhattered weather-beaten veſſel has 

ſprung ſeveral leaks; her timbers are impaired, 
her planking is much decayed, and ere long ſhe 
will undoubtedly go to pieces; but nothing will 
be loſt but the mortal infection of the timbers 
and the lading; for ſhe will be weighed up again, 
refitted, and numbered . among the firſt. rates. 
as ſpon as the Maſter Builder appears ; for mY 
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ſworn that no veſſel of mercy ſhall ſuffer n 
wreck, or be deluged 1 in wrath. 
© The ſtorm is now forgot, this part of the 
voyage 1s to be performed no more; the Captain 
is with me, the ſun ſhines warm, and the good 
old wine is going about. O how ſweet are the 
viſits of Car1sT, after faith and patience have 
been tried] He ſtands behind the wall in times 
of trouble; ſhews himſelf through the lattice when 
the proud heart is humbled); ſits as a refiner by the 
fide of the furnace, regulates the heat, and brings 
us out when ſelf is denied; affords ſupporting 
grace, ſtirs up and diſcovers the baſe metal at the 
bottom, purges away the droſs and tin, and makes 
the trial of faith more precious than gold, and the 
believer like the golden wedge of Ophir. Thus 
we go through fire and water, but he brings us 
out into a wealthy place: the ranſom of a man's life 
is his riches. Chriſt is our ranſom, wealthy place, 
hiding place, reſting place, and dwelling- place. 
Having enjoyed my Lord, ſoon after I made 
the land I went to ſurvey the little hills, and at- 
tempted to water the ridges thereof, in hopes of 
the blefling of increaſe. We had ſome little ap- 
pearance of the days of the Son of Man': the 
perfection of beauty ſhone forth; the fire was 
ſcattered from the altar; reviying ſparks and 
living coals went forth at his feet; while his ins 
flaming purifying influences warmed the heart, 
'A3 . and 
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and brightened the countenance of thoſe that are 
of the true circumcifion, 

With delight I looked upon Zion, Fa city of 
our ſolemnities ; but with more delight to ſee the 
Maſter of Aſſemblies there. O] to ſtand in Chriſt's 
ſtrength, begirt with his truth, enrobed with his 
righteouſneſs, cheered with his inward teſtimony, 
illuminated with the light of his countenance, free 
in his liberty, and wiſe in his wiſdom ! then the 
eye of faith purſues his myſterious ſteps, which 
he makes glorious, while he diſplays his power 
and majeſty as our King and our God in the 
ſanctuary, 

Upon the thirſty ſoul he comes down as rain 
upon the mown graſs, and as ſhowers that water 
the earth; which makes love, joy, peace, praiſe, 
and gratitude, to ſpring forth, while himſelf de- 
lights in his own fruits. He unſtops the cars of 
the deaf, opens them to pleafing difcipline z cauſes 
a a joyful ſound to be heard behind, while the till 
voice informs the wondering liſtener this is the 
way, walk ye in it.” With the hammer of his 
word he ſmites the inflexible heart of another; 
opens the everlaſting doors, and makes the cares 
leſs, ſenſeleſs, ftupid mortal attend to the voice, 
and reply Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant heareth.” 
He takes the bane of guilt from the envenomed 
conſcience of another, and ſets the reſcued finner 
to banter the king of terrors, and the houſe ap- 

| pointed 
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pointed for all living: * O death, where is thy 
ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? He couches 
the eyes of the blind, draws the veil from the un- 
derſtanding, lets a healing beam into the heart; 
and makes him that fat in darkneſs and in the 
ſhadow of death ſhew himſelf: the ſoul peeps out 
of obſcurity and out of darkneſs, views his paſt 
life as a dream, ſuppoſes himſelf in a new world, 
and ſhines forth in the Sun that ſhall never go 
down. He takes another ſtruggling in the hor- 
rible pit and miry clay, pulls him out of the deep 
waters, ſhews him the way of life and path of 
peace; fixes his wavering heart, puts a new ſong 
in his mouth, and ever after orders his goings. 
Takes another, that has been long ſtruggling 
againſt fin in his own ſtrength, by which he has 
only burdened his ſoul with additional fetters, and 
proclaims his enlargement ; ſets his ſoul at liberty, 
and tells him to run the race ſet before him, look- 
ing to his Great Deliverer; pours a little of the oil 
of myrrh on the handle of the unbeliever's lock, 
and makes the bolt of infidelity fly back, while 
loving -kindneſs and tender mercy take poſſeſſion, 
and diſplay their banner there; thus turning the 
den of dragons into a filter palace, while every 
power of the ſoul proclaim their Sovereign come, 
kiſs the Heir-apparent, acknowledge his hereditary 
right to government, and crown him King at 
1 lets the enthralled ſinner, that has been 
9a 4 long 


4 
1 


8 THE WAY AND THE FARE 


long cooped up in the ſtrong hold of fleſh and 


blood, out of his cell; unfolds the door of hope. 
in the valley of Achor; when laviſh fear and her 
train of terrors ſculk out, and the diſcovered tor- * 
mentor ſculks off, while the happy ſoul feels its 
plumage, ſpreads its wings, and eſcapes like a 
bird from the hand of the fowler, where it hopes 
to hear no more of the ſtormy wind and tempeſt, 
He whiſpers peace to another: bids the waiting 
ſoul be patient, and quietly hope: they ſhall not 
be aſhamed that wait for Him: diſcovers and lays 
open the heart of the ſecure ſinner, and ſpreads all 
his crimſon crimes and carnal hopes before his 
face; ſaying, I have called thee by thy name, thou 
art mine :. reſtores the wanderer, binds up the 
broken-hearted, informs the miſled, fixes the 
wavering, relieves the diſtreſſed, ſuccours the 
tempted, ſuckles the weakling, confirms the un- 
ſtable, ſmites the froward, diſappoints the ſelf- 
willed, feeds the hungry, ſatiates the thirſty, re- 
pleniſhes the ſorrowful, and ſettles the marriage- 
treaty with the ſuſpicious ſoul that burns in the 
raging flames of cruel jealouſy ; and ſuffers him- 
ſelf to be held in the galleries. 

Thus goes the King in the ſanctuary, and dreads . 
the ſavour of his name, and the bounties of his 
hand, until every broken heart be warm, every 
evidence bright, and the-ſmiles of the face pro- 


claim Him the health of their countenance, and 


their 
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their God. Surely theſe are ſome of his ways, 
but how little of him is underſtood! John ſaw 
him walking among the golden candleſticks; and 


no wonder, when it is the office of our High 


Prieſt to trim the lamps, ſupply the veſſels, and 
keep the lights burning ; and who fo fit as our 
Sanctifier, our Unction, and our True Light? What 
a wonderful myſtery is the ſoul-raviſhing, ſoul- 
dignifying religion of Jeſus Chriſt, when really 
felt and enjoyed in the divine power thereof ! 
Theſe: thoughts were hovering about my heart 
and head at the time you was in the north; but 
my cruſe began to fail, the tide ebbed, and my 
pen dragged heavily ; therefore (like the man 
that began to build) I left off, not being able to 
finiſh. If any part appears too rapturous, let it 
be remembered they are ſome of the firſt ſpri 
that aroſe, after my recovery from . a fit x : 
ague and fever, in which I left ſome dregs of the 
old caſk behind; and, as Job ſays, * My roet was 
ſpread by the waters, the dew lay upon my branch, 
and my glory was freſh in me.” Job xxix. 19, 20. 
At preſent the Lord has left communing with 
me in that comfortable familiar way ; and, like 
Abraham, I am returned to my place, where I 
bang in an even balance, poiſing betwixt ſelf and 
Chriſt. I know he is gone up, but, inſtead of go- 
ing up after him, I am looking within, though I 
am certain I muſt look out before I can fetch Him 
in: 


to. run WAY AND THE FARE 
in: the' ſpouſe ated a wiſer part, ſhe went 
out to feek him, and ſhe found him, and held him 
faſt, nor would ſhe let him go until ſhe brought 
him to her mother's houſe, and int the chamber 
of her that conceived her: However, bleſs his 
name! he is a conſtant viſitor ; he viſits our fins 
with the rod, and our ſouls with ſalvation : the 
former is to make us appear leſs than nothing; 
and the latter, that himſelf may be all in all. 1 
The old man muſt be put off, mortified, yea, 
crucified ; but there is no putting the old man 
off but by putting the ne man on; no mor- 
tifying of him but through the Spirit z no cru- 
_ cifying him but by ' fellowſhip with Chriſt in 
his ſufferings, and a conformity to his death. The 
new man may be known by his penetrating eye; 
ſeeing things that are inviſible to bodily eye-ſight ; 
by his nice ear, which tries the word, as the 
mouth taſtes the meat by his delicate palate thy 
word was found, and I ate it; by his activity, 
my ſpirit made diligent ſearch ;—by his affections, 
I love the law of God, after the inner man ;—by 
the image that he bears, created in righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs ;—by his delight in worſhip, one 
day in thy court is better than a thouſand ;—by 
his heavenly mindedneſs, they ſhall dwell on high, 
and ſee the King in his beauty ;—by the things 
that he enjoys, life and peace ; by his tenderneſs 
and warm adherence to the cauſe of God, and of 
2 | the 
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the reſt durſt no man join himſelf unto them ;— 
by the company that he keeps, my delights are 
with the excellent of the earth; - by his divine 
origin, born of God ;—by the matter of his con- 
ception, the incorruptible ſerd that lives and abides 
for ever ;—by the relation that he claims to God, 
crying Abba, Father ;—by his attachment to ſove- 
reign grace, of his own will begat he us, by the 
word of truth ;—by his ſuperlative love to his Fa- 
ther, being born not of the will of the fleſh, nor of 
the will of man, nor of blood, but of God;—by 
bis glorifying his Creator; this people have I 
formed for myſelf, they ſhall ſhew forth my praiſe; 
— by the fortitude he is equipped with, ſtrengthen- 
ed with might in the inner man; by his ſpiritual 
fruits, created anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works, which God -hath ordained that we ſhould 

walk in them. | 2 
The old Adam, or old man, may be known by 
his evil motions, © in my fleſh dwelleth no good 
thing; By his attachment to the old cauſe; thou 
ſavoureſt not the things that be of God, but thoſe 
that be of men: get thee behind me, Satan;—by 
his curſed loyalty to the old uſurper, adhering to 
the law in the members ;=by his infernal rebellion, 
the fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit; - by his unjuſti- 
fiable war, abſtain from fleſhly luſts that war againſt 
the ſoul ;==by his falſe candour and Antinomian 
principles he would have us cleave to the letter 
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of the law ; but wars againſt the law in the mind 
to bring us into captivity to the law of fin ;=by his 
aſſiduity in miſchief, when I would do good evil 
is preſent with me ;—by the aſſiſtance that he gets 
from the devil to oppoſe the Spirit, the things that 
I would not, that do 1; by his doing deſpite to 
every thing that is good, and theſe are contrary 
the one to the other; ſo that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would ;—by his delight in wicked- 
neſs, with my fleſh I love the law of fin ;—by his 
vile affection for the reprobate, I could wiſh that 
myſelf were accurſed from Chrift for my brethren, 
my kinſmen according to the fleſh ; by his deſ- 
perate hatred to God, the carnal mind is enmity 


againſt God, it is not ſubject to his law, nor can 


be;—by his incredulity, what fign ſheweſt thou? 
— by his endeavouring to put us to ſhame in the 
Lord's work, and I was with you in weakneſs and 
in fear, and in much trembling ;—by his ſtruggling 
to get from the croſs, and his hatred to the myſtery 
of it, by which he loſt his life and power, as 

leader and ruler, knowing that our old man is 
crucified with him; — by his incapability of enjoy- 
ing any covenant bleſſing; fleſh and blood cannot 


enter the kingdom of God, neither doth corru- ; 


tion inherit incorruption; by the image that he 
bears, a fallen countenance and a hatred to the 


| light; Adam, where art thou ?—By his loving to 


mon a covering of every web, as Adam did of 
leaves ; 
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leaves; —by his hypocriſy, the old man is corrupt 


according to the deceitful luſts ;—by his indefati- 


gable labours in oppoſing the new man; if any 
man will come after me, let him deny bimſeſf 
daily, and take up his croſs and follow me. 

| Theſe things make the Shulamite appear as 
it were the company of two armies ; black, but 
comely ;—as the tents of Kedar ;—as the curtains of 
Solomon ;—as earthen veſſels with ſpiritual trea- 
ſure as broken pitchers with burning lamps; 
Vas a flock of ſheep ſpotted and ſpangled; —as 
poor, yet having great riches;—as fooliſh, and 
yet made wiſe ;—as the offscouring of the earth, 


and yet the excellent of it ;—as baſe, and yet ho- 


nourable ;—as well known, and yet unknown ;— 
as illiterate, yet taught of God ;—as dying, and 
behold we live ;—as perſecuted, but not forſaken; 
—3s having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all things: 
as troublers of the people, yet the chariot and 
horſemen of the nations as turners of the world 
upſide down, yet the pillars of it; as peſts to ſo- 
ciety, yet the ſalt of the earth. As troubleſome 
' inmates, and yet more excellent than their neigh» 
bours ;—as lilies among thorns ;—as lambs in the 
midſt of wolves ;—as a chaſte ſpouſe in a poſſe 
of concubines ;—as ſhining lights in a crooked 
and perverſe” generation as pilgrims in a ſtrangę 
country ;—as yefſels of mercy in ſeas of afflition, 
bleſſed with grace, and burdened with corruption; 
| —endawed 
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—endowed with faith, and plagued with unbelief; 


 —vwith joyful hope, and laviſh fear; - with love 


to God, and a luſt to envy; with patience and 
peeviſhneſs ;—with ſubmiſſion and oppoſition ;—» 
reſignation and ſtrong .rebellion ;--meekneſs and 
hardneſs ;—fortitude and cowardice ;—a willing 
mind, and reluctant fleſn; real obedience, and 
ſtrong reſiſtance, Perſons who anſwer this com- 
plex character muſt expect their path to be as 
great a paradow as their perſons. The way lies 
through crooked places made ftraight ;—rough 
places made plain; through darkneſs and through | 
light; — through fire and through water; - through 
tribulation and ways of 'pleaſantneſs ;—in deaths 


| often, and alive always; —by evil report and by 


good report; — by the ſhadow of death, and by 


the path of life; through days of proſperity and 


days of adverſity ;—with much ſweetneſs and a 
deal of bitterneſs; heavy croſſes and ſtrong con- 
ſolations ;—flouriſhing like a branch, withering 


| like an herb ;—often refreſhed and often parched ; 


boaſting of fatneſs, complaining of leanneſs ;— 
leaping for joy, and finking in grief ;—triumph- 
ing of victory, complaining of captivity ;—days 
of laughing and weeks of mourning ;—by the 
valley of viſion, and the valley of Baca ;—by the 
mount of transfiguration, and by the mount of 
corruption; with the wings of a dove, and the 
body of death. | 
Since 
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Since I put my hand a ſecond time to this 
work my pen has acted the part of a reſtive horſe, 
which runs away with his rider; for I had no 
thoughts aͤf making ſuch an in- and-· out round- 
about journey as this of it. But if it deſcribes 
any part of the road you have come, or if it af - 
fords you any encouragement reſpecting the future 
part of your journey, or any direction concerning 
it, it is wholly owing to kind Providence that I 
met with you. 

You have read, I find, the few ſcraps of poetry 
that are addreſſed ta me; the one part of which 
is a refutation of the other: it verifies the ſaying 
of the wiſe man, —the fool while he holdeth his 
peace is counted wiſe, but if he open his mouth 
he ſhall have deſtruction: -becauſe the lips of a 
fool ſwallow up himſelf. Eccl. x, 12. 


l here preſent you with my fkeleton of this 
learned and nerveleſs performance, and ſhall ex- 
according to the phraſe of canters, your can- 

did judgment on my diſſection: 


I juſt receiv'd twopennyworth in rhyme, 
And ſmil'd to ſee the counſel and the chime z - 
Self contradiction through the whole aboundg— 
A ring of changes, not a peal of rounds. 


The 
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The judgment-ſeat my petty judge aſſumes, 
And to arraign the juſtify d preſumes ; 
He gives me laws, and tells me how to act, 
What to advance, and what I muſt reje& ; - 


He ſmites my pride, my wiſdom, and my wit; 
Shews what will miſs, and what is ſure to hit ; 
Arraigns my myſtic thoughts and ready tongue, 
And feigns to ſet me right by counſel wrong, 


He owps the Saviour rais'd me up on high ; 
My call to preach the word he'll not deny; 
Yet hints my climbing, not my coming in, 
To make me out a miniſter of ſin, 


Of prieſtly pride he bids me to beware, 
And ſhews a danger that engenders fear ; 
Yet deigns to nurſe the ſenior clergy's pride, 
Or ſtir them up that they may help deride. 


My heart he ſearches, and each thought arraigns ; 
To find my motives, he will try my reins : 
He-bids me love, but tells me not to rail, 
And ſhews what God will own, and what muſt fail; 


He bids me preach, but never mention men, 
Leſt truth diſturb the cockatrice's den: 
At Antinomian errors I may bawl, . 
But at free-will muſt let no ſentence fall, "Dis 
: On 
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My learned tutor having ſet my taſk, 

And penetrated through my ſable maſk, 

His fire advis'd htm to conceal his name, 

Left Truth ſhould, ou his GY ſon to ſhame, 


At old Socinus I may ſtorm at . 
At Arius the ſhaft of God diſcharge ; 
For theſe he owns would pull the Saviour down, 
And, if they could, would rob him of his crown, 


On lies like theſe my tutor drops a curſe, 

But ſpares Arminius, tho by far the worſe ; 

If they would fain ſee Jefus' kingdom fall, 
Theſe ſteal the crown, the ſceptre, ſword and all. 


The ſtubborn will of man reſiſts the Lord; 
Self-will and Truth did never yet accord; 
Remove the cauſe, its ill effects muſt fall 
When man is nothing revelation's all. 


Behold how bleſs'd are preachers of the word, 
Idiots and knaves their kind advice afford 
Leſt from deſtruction's path our feet ſhould ſtray, 
Both moles and bats will point us out the way! 


He that judgeth us is the Lord; it is God that 
juſtifieth, who is he that condemneth? There are 
thoſe that condemn the juſt and juſtify the wicked 


this is their preſumption; © becauſe the natural man 


B receiveth 
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receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him: neither can he 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
But he that is ſpiritual judgeth all things, yet he 
himſelf is judged of no man“. 1 Cor. ii. 14, 15,— _ 
This ſuperiority of judgment in things ſpiritual is a 
privilege that reſults from ſovereign grace. Judg- 
ment, according to truth, or righteous judgment, 
is to be attended to; what is commonly called a 
judgment of charity, or candid judgment,—is. too 
often ſeen to be nothing but hypocriſy, or falſe 
judgment, favouring the children of falſehood.— 
and the cauſe of Satan. I muſt, dear Friends, 
conclude, wiſhing you and your's the comfortable 
poſſeſſion of the upper and nether ſprings, while I 
remain, in the cauſe of our ſovereign Lord, your 
ready and dutiful ſervitor to command, | 


% 
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| | Wiinenteran-Row. 
L have forgot the day of the month, 
but the date of the year is 88. 
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To Mas. K E N D A L. 
RE D- H11 1, KINGSBURY, 


NEAR EDO WARE. 


Lr 


Dran Mabpau, 


1 RECEIVED your kind invitation; 
and, if God permit, and the weather be fine, will 
dine with you under the tree in the little field 
next Thurſday. I am to come, as Shebah did to 
Solomon, I find, bringing a very great train; but 
not to prove you with hard queſtions, knowing 
you are, through grace, an admirer of the wiſdom 
of God in the myſtery of the croſs. O the mani; 
fold wiſdom of God, wrapt up in his ſecret pur- 
poſe from all eternity | one fold opened at the 
creation of the world; another at the revelation of 
grace in a promiſe to Adam; another when Iſrael 
forſook Egypt; another when ſalvation was finiſh- 
bv | B 2 d ed 
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ed on the croſs ;. another when it was proclaimeck 
to the Gentiles ; another at the converſion of the 
Jews; another at the cloſe of the world; and 
another in the fruition of God. When Zion ſhalb 

appear on his moſt holy hill, then ſhall be known 


nin heavenly places, by the church, the manifold 


wiſdom of God: and it is moſt certain that we 
fhall be among them; we have the oath of God, 
the promiſe of God, the: covenant, the bond of 
the covenant, the blood of the covenant, the im- 
mutability of the Moſt High, the witneſs and 
ſeal of the Spirit, and the teſtimony of a whole 
cloud of witneſſes, to daſh our unbelief out of 
countenance, and affure our faith. of our ſafe ar- 
rival there. Theſe bafes, Madam, are laid to af- 
ford a ſtrong conſolation to them that have fled for 
refuge to lay hold of the hope ſet before them. 
We are got the greateſt part of our way; it is 
but a few ſteps more that remains; God has borne 
us from the belly, and has promiſed to be the 
fame to old age, and even to hoary hairs he wilt 
carry us. Meanwhile, let us daily entreat Him to 
teach us the heavenly art of living by the faith of 
his dear Son, who loved us, and gave himſelf for 
us. Then we ſhall live a life of communion 
with him by his Spirit, converſe with him in the 
word of his grace, view his ſupporting and pro- 
tecting hand, purſue the footſteps: of his Provi- 
dence, view ourſelves as in his immediate pre« 

3 - fence, 
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ſence, depend on bis friendly aid and direction, 
fetch in our comforts from the higher world, 
know his good will towards us, and rejoice in the 
thoughts of his heart, which ſtand faſt to a thou- 
ſand generations. 

To underſtand, ſubmit to, believe in, make 
choice of, and love, his decrees and counſels, pur- 
poſes and promiſes, as revealed in Chriſt Jeſus to 
us—is real obedience to the Goſpel. To believe 
in Jeſus for pardon, peace, reconciliation, juſtifi- 
cation, ſanctiſication, and redemption ; to truſt in 
him for the accompliſhment of his promiſes; and 
to hope in him to make them all good with reſpe& 
to our preſervation and glorification ; is dwelling 
in Chriſt Jeſus. To. enjoy a heavenly mind that 
dwells and meditates on heavenly things, attended 
with a conifortable perſuaſion of Chriſt's love to 
us, which kindles a love to him, brings life and 
peace and ſuch have the mind of Chriſt, 

Our unbelief ſhall not make the promiſe of God 
without effect; if we believe not he ſtill abideth 
faithful, he cannot deny himſelf, The weakeſt 
believer is as dear to Chriſt as the ſtrongeſt ; 
neither of them have any thing but what they 
have received, even as it hath pleaſed God to deal 
the meaſure of faith, It is true, ſtrong faith brings 
moſt glory to God; and; it is as true, that ſtrong 
faith brings moſt trials to men. The great Shep- 

B 3 | herd 
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herd is dotingly fond of and tender to the weak- 
lings of the flock ; he carries them in his boſom, 
bids ſuch weak ones ſay, I am firong ; and pro- 
nounces a woe to the world if 80 offend the leaſt 
of them. 

hope thou wilt not incumber thyſelf with much 
ſerving, nor in this thing copy after Martha, but 
Sarah, who made three meaſures of meal into cakes, 
and baked them, at Abraham's command, on the 
| hearth, while he prepared the calf, the butter, and 
the milk. As we are to dine under the tree, let 
it be one of Abraham's entertainments, who en- 
tertained Hi that has ſo often entertained us. 


The HISTORY and MYSTERY of ABRA- 
HAM's ENTERTAINMENT. 


The HISTORY. 


In days of old there liv'd a rev'rent ſage, 
| Whoſe life of faith is call'd a pilgrimage; 
Ordain'd to rove, of fix'd abode debar'd, 
To teach his faith to ſeek the great reward, 
[went 
This prince and leisen bleſs'd where er _ 
Enjoy'd in mutual faith there homely tent; 
No bolts nor bars the palace to ſecure, 
No ſhield but God to make their dwelling ſure. 


from 
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From plain to plain the roving houſehold paſt, 
He led their way through kingdoms wide and vaſt; 
Reproved kings, and gave their courts alarm— 
Touch not my prince, nor do my prophet harm.“ 


Thus travers'd they throughout the promis'd land, 
Committing all to great Jehovah's hand, - 
The land their own, yet no poſſeſſion call; 

A burying-place they gain'd, and that was all. 


Their myſtic ſeed, who tread their pilgrim path, 
Who mark their ſteps and learn to walk by faith, 
Muſt ſhare their fate ; for, whether rich or poor, 
May find a grave, but God allows no more. 


The Holy Land, which was by promiſe given, 
Their faith conſtru'd to be the type of heaven; 
They ey d their home, and walk d with God their 
1 8 
Who was in life their ſhield, in death their end. 


O, happy pair! with peace and plenty bleſt ; 
Nor God refus'd to be their conſtant gueſt: 
Throughout their courſe he lent his friendly aid, 
And day by day his conſtant viſits paid. 


On Mamre's plains, that facred ſpot of ground, 
The tents were ſpread, the herds were feeding round, 
The royal Maſter ſeated at the door, 

Ta ſee the bleating flocks that graz'd before ; 
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The penſive fire lifts up his rev'rent eyes, 
And ſees three men appear in ſuch diſguiſe : 
Up farts the prince, and runs the gueſts to meet, 
And drops his grave devotions at his feet, | 


&« My Lord,” he cries, ** if favour found with thee 
Will gain attention to thy ſervant's plea, 

« Paſs not from hence till I may entertain 

% My Lord, and his attendants, on the plain. 


< A little water ſhall be quickly brought 
« With rich ſupplies my homely tents are fraught; 
* And reſt yourſelves beneath this ſpreading tree, 
« While I thy hoſt will gladly wait on Thee. 


ce Pl from the tent a morſel fetch of bread, 

« While you ſhall reſt beneath the rural ſhade ; 
And after this you ſhall in peace paſt on, 

« For therefore are ye to your ſervant come.“ 


To Abraham's requeſt He condeſcends— 

He ne'er refus'd the banquet of his friengs ; 

„ Perform as thou haſt ſaid,” reply'd the Sven z 
And Abraham obeys the high beheſt. Mets > 


He to the royal tent will now repair, 

And to the princeſs gives the bill of fare; 

© Make ready, quick, of meal three. meaſures fine, 
c For I have three in number come to dine. 


« Knead 
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F* Knead well the dough, make cakes upon the 
“ hearth, | | 

* And I'll command g youth to dreſs the calf; - 

* Too much for thee to bear the toil and heat; 

** Bake thou the bread, and we'll prepare the meat,” 


He leaves his orders at the matron's tent, 

And to the grazing herd: with haſte he weat, 

And brings a calf that's tender, young, and good, 
And bids the ſervant haſte to dreſs the food. 


The whole ſerv'd up; the butter, milk, and veal, 
With all the cakes that Sarah made of meal ; 
Beneath the tree he ſpreads the ſumptuous feaſt; 
And then, by waiting, ſerves the heavenly Gueſt, 


The Lord partakes, the rev'rent ſaint attends, 
And ſoon begins to talk of ſome amends : 
The heart or hand that Jeſus entertains 

Can ne'er go unrewarded for their pains, 


& Where now is Sarah? ſhe doth not appear; 

« Where is thy wife; why not her preſence here?“ 
te She waits on me — no ſcorn or ſlight is meant: 
$ Behold, thy handmaid's ſtanding in the tent.“ 


The Lord reply d, I'll certainly return, 

* And barren nature ſhall with vigour burn; 
The time decreed ſhall firſt it's circuit run, 

& And, lo, thy wife ſhall bear a pramis'd ſon 2 
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? 


The MYSTERY of the ENTERTAIN. 
| MENT. 


ft, The CALF. 


Tux Lord renews the ancient promiſe made; 
To Abra'm's faith reveals the woman's ſeed, 
In whoſe embrace the weary ſoul ſhall reſt ; 

The ſeed in which the nations ſhall be bleſt, 


This promis'd Son, this better fatted calf, 

Once offer'd up on rebel man's behalf, 

Our only hope, the long - expected ſeed, 

Whoſe fleſh is meat, whoſe blood is drink indeed, 


Tis this ſhall be Jehovah's myſtic feaſt, 

To which from age to age he bids his gueſt ; 
Thus Abra'm's diſh, ſo tender, young, and good, 
Points faith divine to rich and heav'nly food, 


In future days the trumpet ſhall be blown, 
To found alarm to nations yet unknown; 
Awaken'd minds ſhall fly the fearful doom, 
And periſh'd rebels hear, believe, and come, 


le to his Son's impulſe divine ſhall ſend, 

To bring them to their Father, God, and Friend; 
With hearts eontrite, and cheeks bedew'd with tears, 
Shall feel the cancel of their vaſt arrears. 

| . Poor 
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Poor prodigals, ſelf-loſt, diſtreſs d, forlorn, 
Their crying crimes and wretched ſtate bemoan; 


By hunger drove, by conſolations led, 
Shall ſeek, ſhall crave, and find the living bread, 


Heathen, ele&, return from baniſhment, 

The angels triumph as the ſlaves repent ; 
Enrob'd, adorn'd, and cheer'd with comforts ſweet, 
With kind ee the * and ſons ſhall meet. 


The adm race ſhall hear the joyful ſound, 
And finners loſt ſhall both be fought and found ; 
Their fouls renew'd, and fed with heavenly bread, 
By faith ſhall live as riſen from the dead. 


The MYSTERY of the MEAL and the 
| CAKES, | 


Tu bread prefigur'd Abra'm's bleſſed race, 
The bread of faces, in the ſecret place; 
Abra' m, Iſaac, Jacob, choſen men, 

Were typify'd by Sarah's meaſures then, 


Three ſtrikes were bak'd and plac'd beneath the tree 
To repreſent the former choſen three. 

Theſe fires and promis'd ſeed He will reſtore z 

x He calls himſelf their God for ever more, 


But 
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But when the tribes to numbers great increas d, 
And from the yoke of Egypt were releas'd, 
The Lord appear'd to own his reſcu'd gueſt, 
And pitch'd his ſanctum in the wilderneſs. 


Twelve cakes were order'd weekly to be made, 
And plac'd upon the golden table ſpread ; ; 
Each cake preſents a choſen tribe reſtor'd, 

And plac'd (like Sarah's cakes) before the Lord, 


Each Sabbath-day this bread muſt be remov'd, 
To ſhew that ſtale devotion's not approv'd 
The loveleſs heart, that ne er to Jeſus hurn'd, 
Is but, like Ephraim, call'd a cake not turn'd, 


The bread remoy'd, the death of ſaints might ſhow, 
How they by death muſt leave the cqurts below ; 
The ſtale ſhero-bread none but the prieſt muſt have, 

The food of Him that lov'd, and dy'd to ſave. 


Freſh bread was plac'd in order once a week; 
And freſh devotees God will daily ſeek. 

This ſhews ſucceſſion of the choſen race, - 
From age to age to ſtand before his face, 


The bleſſed Saviour entertain'd his gueſt 
By metaphorics took from Sarah's feaſt ; 
Compares his kingdom, which he would reveal, 
To leaven hid in Sarah's ſtrikes of meal. 
| By 
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Ry leaven here the grace of God is meant, 
That runs, and works, and ſpreads its ſweet ferment, 
Till all the ranſom'd cloſe with Chrift their head, 
And Jew and Gentile both become one bread·- 


This leaven hid, in time ſhall leayen all 

The choſen remnant whom the Lord ſhall call; 
By grace renew'd, and purg'd from guilt by blood, 
Shall eat one bread, and be one bread for God. 


The Sanctum built, fram'd by Jehovah's mind, 
Did repreſent the holieſt divine, 

Where Abraham, with all his bleſſed race, 

Shall dwell, and fhine before Jehovah's face. 


\ 


The MYSTERY of the MILK, and the Uſe of it, 


ABRAHAM's houſe conſiſts of weak and ftrong ; 

Young menand fathers, babes, and children young z 
Each craves his food, and each muſt be ſupply'd ; 
All fue for Chriſt, nor is their ſuit deny'd. | 


The fires muſt have their ſav'ry diſh to pleaſe, 
And meat that's ſtrong young men digeſt with caſe ; 
But Benjamin muſt have his uſual meſs, 
His comforts often rife above the reſt. 
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The babe in grace will never ſeem content, 


THE WAY AND THE FAKE 


- Unleſs the breaſt afford it nouriſhment ; 


When baſtards rude inſult the heir and mock, 
Then Sarah gives the ſon of laughter ſuck. 


The heart in which the Saviour Chriſt is form'd, 
Muſt needs be fed, be ſwaddl'd, nurs d, and warm'd; 
Divine conception needs a food divine; 
Chriſt eats his honey, drinks his milk and wine. 


The little ſtranger craves the flowing breaſt z 
Depriv'd of this twill neither grow nor reſt ; 
The lawful princeſs loves the children free, 
Borne on her ſides, and dandl'd on her knee. 


Thus pious Sarah ſhew'd her tender care, 

When to the breaſt ſhe plac'd the promis'd heir: 
« My God has made me ſo to laugh,” ſaid ſhe, 
© That all who hear will ſurely laugh with mo. 


e Who would have told my hoary aged lord 

«© That Sarah's womb to life ſhould be reſtor'd ? 
cc A barren wife at ninety years to breed; 

« My lord an hundred when I bore the ſeed !” 


But Zion has two thouſand years been wed 
(And oft ſeems barren) to her Spouſe's bed; 
Yet num'rous ſons of her have been foretold, 
And they come forth as promiſes unfold. | 
From 
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From age to age ſhe wears her hoary hairs, 
And ſtill prolific bears her promis'd heirs ; 
While blood divine can ranſom from the curſe, 
She ne'er ſhall yant a babe in grace to nurſe, 


Some of her ſons are creeping to the tomb: 
Some on the knee, and thouſands in the womb. 
Thus Hephzebah till time's no more ſhall bear, 
Th' Ancient of Days ſhall own each promis'd heir, 


Let Zion's infant race be nurs'd and fed, 

As Sarah and the virgin mother did. 

Who feeds the ſaint ? the Saviour Chriſt muſt feed, 
He dwells by faith in each believing ſeed. 


The tender wife, with parent's love poſſeſs d, 
Will feed with bread before the takes the breaſt + 1. 
Thus Abraham and Sarah both conven'd / 

To make a feaſt the day that Iſaac's wean'd. 


Thus ſaints to Jeſus ſhew their tender love 
When to his little ones their bowels move; 
They feed, they ſuckle, yea and wean them too, | 
As Sarah did, and then her Iſaac grew. 
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The MYSTERY of the BUTTER, 


Ess zuck of herbage, thus diſtill's, by kine 
May figure out God's unctuous grace divine; 
It cheers the mind, makes ſtubborn ſpirits ſoft, 
And callous hearts by hope are rais'd aloft, 


The Lord compares his 6wn reviving word 
To verdant fields with richeſt paſture ſtor'd ; 
By God enclos'd is this eternal mead, 

In which the — and the flocks ſhall feed. 


Food brought from bence, digeſted and prepar'd, 
Gives ſatisfaction when by faith tis heard; 
From hence the brock to Zion's houſehold flows, 
Like milk and butter, drawn from graſs by cows. 


This unction moves the ſcales from off the fight, 
And brings the plan of ſov'reign grace to light; 
A precious balm, an unctuous oil of joy, 

With which the ſaints of God can never cloy. 


Wich milk and butter Jacob's ſeed were fed; 
Of brooks of this in pious Job are read; 
It makes the bolt of unbelief to yield, 


| While faith applies the truths that Chriſt reveal d. 


The 
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The MYSTERY of. the TREE. 


Tux Tree, with it's extended branches grown, 
Might repreſent the Plant of great renown ; 

The righteous Branch, the Olive Tree divine, 
Beneath whoſe ſhade the ſaints of God recline. 


This higheſt branch from David's cedar lopt, 

This tender ſlip from off his twigs was cropt, 

And ſet by God on favour'd Zion's hill, 

Beneath whoſe boughs believing tribes ſhall dwell ; n 


'That all the trees that ſhade the fields may know 
He'll raiſe the meek and bring the lofty low; 
Dry up the fruitleſs ; with his verdant ſcreen 
Revive the dry, and make the barren green, 


This Branch divine on Zion's erninence 

Our only ſhelter is, our ſure defence; 

Beneath whoſe ſhade the ſaints of God unite, 
Whoſe fruit and ſhadow give them ſuch delight, 


This Tree of Life it's monthly fruit ſhall yield, 
And leaves, by which the nations bleſs'd are heal'd 
Whoſe verdant ſhade makes an eternal ſpring, 
And ſcreens the fowls of ev'ry plume and wing. 


Sa. 
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Since I began to puzzle my head with theſe few 


verſes of rugged rhyme, by which I intend to 
puzzle your head as well as my own, I have heard 
of your being taken ill, which I am ſorry for, 


knowing that no affliction is joyous but grievous, 


Your gout, Madam, and my ague, will remind us 
of mortality as long as we live; they are conſti- 
tutional, like Timothy's bad ſtomach, or Eliſha's 
Sckneſs, which is called his fickneſs, whereof he 


died, 2 Kings xui. 14. Theſe will prey upon 


every pin and cord of theſe earthly tabernacles 


until the main ſtandards give way; but, bleſſed 


be God, they are conſecrated ; the Lord hath viſit- 
ed and inhabited them, and has given us a pledge 
to aſſure us that they ſhall be raiſed again—as 
tabernacles that ſhall never more be taken down— _ 
nor ſhall one, cord be looſed. The Saviour was 
partaker of fleſh and blood with the predeſtinated 
children; he lived and dwelt in our nature, and 
offered himſelf up as a ſacrifice by death for us; 
and as his Deity raiſed up his body—ſo he is the 
reſurrection of ours; and now appears in heaven 
for us, as the firſt-fruits of all that ſleep in Him. 
He is the Saviour of the body as well as the foul ; - 
even our fleſh ſhall reſt in this hope, our end will 


be peace; © the Lord is the ſtrength. of our heart, 
.and our * for ever, therefore be of good 


cheer.” 


Remember, 
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Rewember, Madam, that God doth not af- 
Hict his ſaints willingly, nor grieve them without 
dauſe; it is fin that he viſits with the rod, and 
iniquities with ſcourges : we have a body of fin 
that muſt be mortified, befides the many things 
that we all offend in,—and theſe call for ftripes ; 
and do we not procure theſe things to ourſelves ? 
Let not living fouls complain then, ſceing they 
are thus vifited for the puniſhment of their fin. 
It is good for the believer to hear the yoke in his 
youth ;” frequent afflictions gradually produce re- 
' Hgnation to the divine will, which affords a ſweet- 
neſs mingled with the ſtripes, and makes the yoke 
fir eaſy and the burden appear light: theſe bring 
us to kiſs the rod, and ſubmit to the hand that ap- 
pointed it; and we learn ſome comfortable leſſons 
from it, as well as get purged from thoſe evils 
that were the cauſe of it. 
One who has been inured to the croſs by a 
conſtant train of lingering afflictions doth not 
find half that reſiſtance, reluctance, nor perverſe- 
neſs, that many do who, unexperienced in afflictions, 
are ſeized in the midſt of health and ſtrength 
theſe oſten ſtart, or fly back, like a bullock unac- 
cuſtomed to the yoke, and require ſome violent 
ſtrokes to ply the iron ſinew of the neek ; until 
which is done there is little compliande to the 
will of God; we go like an or to the ſlaughter, or as 
4 fool. to the correfion of the flocks, not confidering 
Ss that 
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that all things do work together for good to them that 
love God, and are the called according to his purpoſe. 
I have obſerved ſome who have long been bowed 
down under the fear of death, till they have been 
ready to conclude themſelves fick and almoſt at 
death's door ;—ſuch have gone through. the whole 
imagined ſcene with as much diſtreſs as if it had 
been real; and, when they have come to the trial, 
the whole ſea of ſufferings has been waded through 
before hand; and the ſoul, having obtained deli- 
verance and ſtrength, has ſuftained the infirmities 
of the body; inſomuch, that the formidable king of 
terrors has appeared but a mere ſhadoro ; afflictions 
having bowed them to the fickle before, and they 
have gone to the grave as a ſhock of corn fully ripe, 
coming in its ſeaſon; or, as a lily gradually 
blown, and gathered i in bloom. 

Afflictions excite fear; they lead us to ſelf-exa- 
mination ; they make us frown on the world, even 
though it ſmile upon us: confidence and hope be- 
ſtir themſelves; confeſſion and prayer become ſea- 
ſonable ; and the intereſt that we have in God will 
be claimed with all the boldneſs of faith: by theſe 
things we live, and in all theſe things is the life of our 
ſpirits. 

Afflictions are the portion of the Lord's people; 
it is the cup they are to drink of, and 1s no ſmall 
proof of their adoption ;—.All that the Lord loves he 
rebules and chaſtens; and ſcdur ges every ſon: whom he 

* receiveth: 


— 
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receiveth: they that are without chaſtiſement are 
affirmed to be baſtards and not ſons. God's fa- 
therly - ſtripes humble the heart, and work out the 
old leaven, and fo prepare the way for more grace. 
= He chaftens us for our profit, that we may be par- 
takers of his holineſs. Under theſe chaſtiſements 
we come to the bar of equity, reaſon matters over 
with God, get at the cauſe wherefore he contends 
with us, plead his promiſed mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, 
while his own Spirit fills our mouth with arguments; 
and fo the controverſy ends in the chaſtiſements 
of a covenant Gnd and Father, inſtead of the 


| killing ſentence of an angry Judge; we are chaſ- 


tened of the Lord, that we ſhould not. be condemned with 


the world. 


The 'whole train 15 troubles that- fall to our 
ſhare we ſhall have, but no more—all theſe things 
are appointed for me, ſays Job, and many ſuch things are 
with him. What we have gone through will be 
endured no more; that part of our pilgrimage is 
finiſhed—and God has hitherto helped us, and 


brought us through—our ſtrength” has been equal 


to our day; what is yet to come the. wheel of 
time will turn up as it runs: God is the fame, 
his promile is the ſame, and faith is the ſame, to- 
day as yeſterday, and will be the fame to the end 


pf our race. God hath delivered, ſays Paul, and we 


fru/t that he will yet deliver us. 


C 3 As * 
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As our afflictions are appointed, ſa there is a8 
exact meaſure propartioned ; I will erreft thee in 
meaſure, and not leave thee wholly unpuniſped. Jer. Avi. 


28. This meaſure is ſcant, is filled to the brim, - 


| ſhook together, or heaped up and running over. 
Juſt as our ſtubborn old man, whoſe mouth and 


back both call for ſtrokes, requires it. God does 
nothing in vain ; if there be no iniquity bound in the. 
heart of the child, there is no need of the rad of correc 
tion 10 grive it out. Here the perſectioniſt has got 


the ſtart of us; for we cannot fay that we have 
made out heart clean, nor that we are pure from 


our ſin ; therefore we muſt expect the rod for 


our parts, unleſs, like Ephraim, we would ſooner 
run away from our profeſſion than ſubmit to the 


hand of God: far it is written that 4 child left to 


himſelf will fall. 
The Lord diſcovers * Ae Gdien to his 


afflicted children when in the furnace ; he verifies 


the proverb that ſpeaks of him as a father — be thas 
ſpareth his rod hateth his jon ; hut Ar that loveth hint 
chaſteneth lim by times. Yet diſcovers bimſelf a 
preſent belp, yea 4 very preſent help in time of 
trouble: the Lord ſtrengthens them upon the bed. 
of layguiſhing, and makes all their bed in their fick: 
eſs; Eſal. xli. 3; place shis everiafting arm un · 
derneath them, and manifeſts himſelf the ſtrength 


of their heart. The arm of .ſupporting power, 


and the king embraces of a n God and Fa- 
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ther, remove the troubles: of the mind, make 
bodily afflictions light, and every part of the bed 
both ſoft and eaſy. Theſe are times in which our 
he is found to be about our path, and about our 
bed, ſpying out all our ways; and, obſerving the 
path that we take, he makes bare his delivering 
hand in our deepeſt neceſſities, and at a time when 
our eyes are up unto him; by which means we 
get more acquainted with him, by perceiving his 
precious ſalvation to be near to us—and we come 
forth as gold ſeven times purified, which encous 
rages a holy familiarity with him. 

He that is the Father of our mercies is the phy- 
fician both of body and ſoul—he kills and makes 
alive—he wounds, and his hands make whole ; the 
ſevere rod and-the healing balm are both from 
him—no qfiifion comes by chance, no trouble ſprings 
out of the ground; nor ſhall either be a burden to 
us any longer than while we rebel: when ſub- 
miſſion takes place ſalvation is at the door. 

Afflictions are good for us;—when the grain is 
pt into the fieve the chaff riſes and flies away; when 
the branch is purged it brings forth more fruit ; when 
the gold is purified it loſes it's droſs ; when the 
outward man decays the imward is renewed; by for- 
row of heart the ſpirit is broben and by the ſadneſs of 
the countenance the heart is made better. Bodily 
vo bodily eaſe, temporal wealth and proſ- 

E4 pPerity. 
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perity, contribute little tothe growth or happineſs of 
the ſoul, but contrariwiſe. In health, wealth, and 
ſtrength, Solomon loſt his heart ; and in proſperity 
David loſt his eyes; and when Jeſburun waxed fat 
then be kicked, forſook God that made bim, and lightly 
efteemed the Rock of his ſalvation. An infected taber- 
nacle becomes loathſome to the inhabitant; none 
like to dwell in a peſt-houſe who know in them- 
ſelves that they have a better houſe not made with 
hands, (that is, not of this building) eternal in the 
heavens. A perſuafion of this made Paul long 
to be unclothed, and to be clothed upon with 
his houſe which is from above, that mortality 
might be ſwallowed up of life. | 
Tribulation wworketh patience ; and when patience 
has had her perfect work we are entire, lacking | 
nothing ; patience works experience—the patient waiter 
on God, and the patient ſaint under his chaſtening 
hand, experience many tokens for good, many 
ſoul-humbling viſits, many comfortable lifts to 
heavenly-mindedneſs, many a pregnant promiſe to 
encourage and fill their hopes, and many a pleaſing 
glimpſe, which are ſo many earneft rays of the glo- 
rious inheritance of the ſaints in light. Thus experience 
. worketh hope, and hope maketh not aſhamed, be- 
| cauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us. The 
decay of the outward man often terminates in the 
Feyewwal and revival of the man of grace; while the for- 
, mer 
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mer is tumbling into ruins the r | 
nefl-in the flars. | 
In afflictions the ſoul * out her dd 
ponders over the word and work of God; ſearches 
after the girdle of. truth to gird up the loims of the 
mind; feels for the lamp of ſalvation to burn 
afreſh, that her fate may appear clear and bright; 
and as ſoon as the houſe is ſearched by ſelf-exami- 
nation, and thoſe things confeſſed that appear to be 
wrong, then it is he et in anſwer to prayer, and 
the peace found, which, perhaps, was (with reſpect 
to the enjoyment of it) loſt; then, O! then, 
the foul is ready; the loins are girded, the 
candle is lighted, and peace is enjoyed: the 
longing eye is fixed on the end of our faith 
and the end of our race; the lamp of ſalva- 
tion is in the hand of divine confidence, and 
the mantle of an imputed righteouſneſs wrapped 
cloſe about; the ſoul then thinks it could ſmite 
the waters with the ſkirt of i it, and go over even 
dry ſhod. 
The girdle of truth, Madam, i is a ſure defence 
againſt the deſtroying attacks of the father of lies; 
becauſe thou haſt kept the word of my patience I will 
beep thee from the hour of temptation. 
The atonement of Chriſt is an eternal ſecurity 
againſt the flaming ſword of vindictive juſtice; 
and, if found upon us, it will give us right and 
free acceſs to the tree of life, which is in the midſt of 
the 


* 
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the paradife of God, Under the type of this atane · 

ment Iſrael eſcaped the deſtroying fward at the 

widuight ery of Egypt; and under the antitype of 
that the wiſe virgins will eſcape when the ſerond 
midnight cry proclaims the Bridegroom coming ; 
when the ſame fevord will come down on Ieumea, the 

| People of God's curſe, 10 judgment, | 
An imputed righteouſneſs is a veg. plate fu 
cient to repel the force of every curſe or.condemg+ 

ing ſentence of God's holy and righteous law ; therg 
#5 n0 condemnation to them Thich are in Cbrift Fefus. | 

The breafi-plate of love guards the heart of an af. 
flicted ſaint againſt the ftrong encroachments of 
ſurviving friends, who too often make inroads on 
the reſigned and paſſive foul, and bring it into a 
rait beteveen two ; having à defire to continue, and 4 
defire to depart, and be with Chrift, which is far better; 
but which to chooſe they wwot not. 

I ) be ſpirit of life in us is a divine ſecurity againſt 
a departure or ſeparation from God, which is 
called the ſecond death : ſuch have everlaſting life, 
and can never periſh ; none can pluck them out 
of God's hands, nothing can ſeparate them from 
him; he that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit—aſto- 
niſhing myſtery !-This'is the armour, Madam, 
that God has provided for his faints; and it is as 
ſure a defence, as the war with death is certain— 
there is no man that hath power over the Spirit to retain 
the Spirit, neither hath he power. in the day of death ; 
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aud there is no diſcharge in that war, Eool. viii, 8. 


Put. ye on therefore the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to ſtand, and having done all to 


ſtand ; * for I am perſoaded that neither life nor | 


death, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things preſent, nor things to come, ſhall ever 
be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord." + 

It is common with the people of God, when af. 
flictions come ſuddenly on them, to be much ſurpriſ . 
ed and diſmayed : hence Peter tells you not to think 
it range concerning the fiery trial, which is 10 ty you, 
@s though ſome flrange thing happened unto you, 1 Pet. 
iv. 12. for the ſame firange things are accompliſhed 
in our brethren that are in the world. Tempta- 
tions, unbelief, doubts, ſears, and dark clouds, often 
gather thick about the poor believer when he goes 
firſt into the furnace, which makes him gather all 
up into himſelf, until he finds, as the Scriptures 
fay, that in his fleſh dwelleth no good thing, and 


that the more he looks to himſelf the worſe he 


gets; then he is glad to look to Jeſus. Ve had the 


ſentence of death in ourſelves, ſays Paul, that we ſhould 


pot truſt in ayrſelves, but in bim that raiſeth the dead. 
All feb is graſs, and the goodlineſs thereof as the 
flower of graſs—the-gra(s withereth, and the flower 
fadeth, but the word of our God ſhall abide for ever, 
—Bhleſſed is the man that truſteth not in his own 
r man that lcaneth not to his 

own 
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on underſtanding—blefſed is the man that feareth 
alway, and that truſteth in the Lord with all his 
heart: truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord 
Jebovab is everlaſting ſtrength. | 
With reſpe& to myſelf, Madam, I go on the 
old way,—through ſome tribulation, and ſome 
conſolation : but yon may always know my fdiri- 
tual affairs, and how I do with reſpect to them, if 
you look impartially into your own heart—for, as - 
in water face anfwers to face, ſo doth the heart of man 
o man. If the Lord ſhines on his word I can 

ſay with the Pſalmiſt, In thy light we ſee light; I 
have more underſtanding than all my teachers, for thy 
teſtimonies are my meditation, Pſal. cxix. 99. But if 
he hide his face I am troubled, and ready to cry out, 
Jam a ftranger in the earth, hide not thy commandments 
from me, Pſalm cxix. 19. If the good work on 
my ſoul ſeems to flag, I ſay, Search me, O Lord, and 
try me ;—and if God anſwers my prayer I change 
my voice, ſaying, Chaſten me not in thine anger left 
thou bring me to nothing, neither rebuke me in thy 
hot diſpleaſure. If God appears about my path 
and about my bed—and his vlſitations pre- 
ſerve my ſpirit 1 wiſh all to know it, and cry, 
Shew me a token for good, that thofe who hate me may 
fee it, Pſalm Ixxxvi. 17. But if this be granted, 
and my God withdraw, then I ſay, No have I in 
heaven but Thee ? and there is none _=m earth that I 
defire befide Thee. | 
| Well 
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Well may we be called little children, for we 


ſtand in need of guiding and upholding conti- 


nually; and, bleſſed be our God, he has promiſed 
to guide us With his eye, to direct our work in rigb- 


| teouſneſs, to keep the feet of his ſaints, and to hold us 


up in our goings, that our footſteps ſlip not. We are 
compaſſed about with many exceeding great and 
precious promiſes, while divine faithfulneſs and 


truth ſtand bound by a thouſand ties to make. 
them all good; ſearch them out therefore, and 


conſider them well. When thou art under the 
rod, remember every ſtripe lies in a promiſe ; and 
look out then for another that promiſes a cure; 1 
will bring them health and cure—and 1 will heal them. 
When dejected or bowed down, it is written, the 
mean man ſhall be brought low, and the haughty 
humbled ; and it is likewiſe written, they ſhall be 
exalted to ſafety. The Saviour told his< diſciples, 


that when the Comforter was come he ſhould teſtify 


of him, and ſhew them things to come ; and John tells 
us, in his Revelations, that the teſtimony of Feſus is 
the ſpirit of prophecy; and I believe all the children 
of God may propheſy in turn. When I ſeem to 
go on proſperouſly in ſoul, in health, and in tem- 
poral affairs, I then propheſy that ſome trouble 
or ſharp trial is coming upon me, for God hath ſet 
adverſity againſt proſperity. And when bereft of all 
comfort, and I appear to be nothing but corrup- 
tion, I then propheſy that the Lord will come 

| and 
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and thine again ;——Ryjoice no againſt me, O ig mum, 
faith the prophiet; for if I fall I ſhall rife again,. 
T fit in darkneſs the Lord ſhall be a light unto mit, and © 
| be ſhull bring me' forth to the light, and I. ſhall behold 
Eis righteouſneſs. If I have put up a fervent prayer, 


and I find a comfortable perſuaſion in my heart 


that the Spirit helped me, and that my prayer is 
heard and accepted, I then propheſy thar I ſhall 
ſurely receive the things that I prayed for—wBat: 

foever ye aſk believing ye ſhall receive; and faith is the 
fubſtantt of things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
tot ſcen. When I am conſcious that I have done 
wrong, and have brought guilt on my ſpirit, 1 
then propheſy that I ſhall be well whipped for 
this; God hath promiſed tb viſit our fins with the 
rod, and our iniquities with ſcourges ; and when the 
tod comes on I propheſy that it is for my ſoul's 
good—for God will not be always wroth, neither will 
he keep his anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in 
mercy. When I have had a moſt comfortable time 
in the pulpit, and the power of God has attended 
me, I propheſy that the next ſermon will be a 
barren one to me,—and it often cometh to paſs: 
When I go into any freſh place to preach the goſ- 
pel, I propheſy of reproach and hard ſpeeches ;— _ 
the Holy Ghoſt witneſeth in every place, ſays Paul, 

that bonds and afflictions abide me. As ſoon as I firſt 
felt the pardon of my fin, a lively hope to ſpring 
up in my ſoul, and love to God in my heart, I 
3 ns 
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propheſied that my name was enrolled in the book of 


life; or, as Job ſays, that my record was on high ; and 
it was a true prophecy : and every believer may 


propheſy of hope in his death, and of glory in 


heaven,—for the righteous hath hope in his death,— 


and whom God juſtifies them he alſo glorifies, By this 


my dear friends will perceive that I am turned 
prophet at laſt: and what I ſhall be next 7 wor 


not; but hope ever to remain, in the bonds of the 


Your moſt affectionate, 
And obedient ſervant to command, 


Wu. Huxrixorox. 


- 
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